






AN ACT MODERNIZING AND ENHANCING THE STATE’S SUPPLEMENTAL 

NUTRITION COMMODITIES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened: 

 

That section 17b-791 of the general statutes be amended as follows: 

Sec 17b-791. (formerly Sec. 17-598). Supplemental nutrition commodities assistance program. 

The Department of Social Services shall establish a supplemental nutrition commodities assistance 

program to provide funds for the purchase of produce, high protein foods or other nutritionally 

beneficial supplemental foods, or both, for soup kitchens, food pantries and emergency shelters. 

Such foods shall be purchased in bulk by the Connecticut Foodshare Bank through in-state 

wholesalers or brokers, or both, and allotted to existing soup kitchens, food pantries and emergency 

shelters in accordance with the established policies of the Connecticut Foodshare Bank. This 

program shall be funded at $10,000,000 in FY2025 and shall be increased by three percent in each 

fiscal year thereafter; at least fifteen percent of such funds in each fiscal year shall be used to 

purchase produce and/or other products from Connecticut farmers. Such soup kitchens, food 

pantries and emergency shelters may shall be charged pay a handling fee charge of up to five cents 

per pound in order to cover the costs incurred by the Connecticut Foodshare Bank. The food shall 

be distributed free of charge by the soup kitchens, food pantries and emergency shelters. 

 


